C. ARAGA & T. YOSHINO
Xyrichtys sp. Yamakawa in Masuda et a!. Ed., 1984, p. 205, Pl. 208-A. Holotype: URM-P 7165, 347.0 mm SL, Itoman Fish Market (collected by a fisherman with hand line from the outer margin of Okinawa Trough, about 100m deep), T. Yoshino, 7 May 1983. Paratypes: NSMT-P44107, 316.5mm SL, RamapoBankoffOgasawara (Bonin) Islands, 95m deep, vertical long line, E. Fujii, Sept. 1984; SMBL-F 73428, 74329, 73430, 323.2, 318.1, 281 .7mm SL, Naha Wholesale Market (fishing field same as that of the holotype), T. Yoshino, 27 Dec. 1973. Diagnosis: Dorsal rays IX, 12; anal rays III, 12; caudal rays ii+lO or ll+ii; pectoral rays ii+IO or ll+i; pelvic rays 1,5; lateral line scales 19 or 20+5; gill rakers 6 or 7 +16 to 18. Easily distinguished from other species of the genus by its peculier coloration i.e. dorsal and ventral sides of body black, other parts of head and body olive yellow; dorsal, anal and pelvic fins entirely black; lower half of caudal fin also black; pectoral fin white except for black base.
Description: Dorsal rays IX,l2; anal rays III,l2; caudal rays ii+ll (10 in one paratype) +ii; pectoral rays ii+lO (11 in one paratype) +i; pelvic rays 1,5; lateral line interrupted, the anterior upper portion with 20 (19) pored scales, lower posterior part with 5 pored scales; scales above lateral line to origin of dorsal fin 2 +a half-sized scale; scales below lateral line to origin of anal fin 9 +2 or 3 small scales; gill rakers 7+11:18 (6 or 7+10:16 or 17).
Body high, the depth 2.66 (2.47-2.60) in SL, and strongly compressed, the width 2.55 (2.48-2.80) in depth; head large, its length 3.10 (3.10-3.22) in SL; snout length 2.73 (2.72-3.51) in head length; eye diameter 6.48 (5.75-6.99) in head; interorbital space much convex, the width 4.08 (4.10-4.69) in head; caudal peduncle about 1.5 times as deep as long, the least depth 2.20 (2.08-2.21) in head.
Forehead roundly projected, anterior profile of head steep, the leading edge sharp; mouth terminal, the gape horizontal, posterior end of maxilla not reaching a vertical at frontal edge of eye; head naked except for a single row of small scales below lower edge of eye; gill membranes united each other, free from itshmus. Nostrils small, in front of lower fourth of eye, the anterior in a short fleshy tube, the posterior larger and triangular in shape. A pair of large, projecting, slightly recurved canine teeth at the tip of each jaw; lower pair inserted into a space between fairly separated upper canine teeth when the mouth closed; 8 to 10 conical teeth in a single row along the side of both jaws.
Lateral line interrupted, the end of anterior upper portion reaching a vertical at the base of 9th dorsal soft ray; posterior lower part running from just below the base of last dosal soft ray to caudal fin base; few anterior scales on anterior upper lateral line with branched tubules, remaining lateral line scales with a single tubule.
Origin of dorsal fin just above the center of eye; 1st and 2nd dorsal spines slightly produced, somewhat remote but joined with the following spines by a low membrane; origin of anal fin below the base of 2nd or 3rd dorsal soft ray, 1st anal spine short and slender, 3rd anal spine about 1.5 times as long as the 1st; all dorsal and anal soft rays branched, the last to its base; caudal fin short, the length of unsealed portion contained about 2.5 to 2.8 times in head length; posterior margin of caudal fin slightly rounded; pectoral fin rather large, 1.37 (1.37-1.49) in head length, the 4th ray longest; origin of pelvic fins below highest exten t of pectora l base ; the length 2.19 (2.26-2.69) in h ead, p elvic spine rather slender.
Color when fresh : Most of head a nd b od y lig h t olive yellow, sometimes slightly pinkish with several black spots on median side of body; posterior margin of each sclae of these parts whitish ; scales on back and belly j et black with pale posterior margin , then back and belly black as a who le; thorax and pectoral base entirely black; upper part of head blackish brown with a yellowish oblique band just behind eye; cheek w ith faint irregular blue lines; li ps wh itish ; iris yellowish orange . D orsa l and anal fins black except for faint basal pa r t of soft portions; upper ha lf to two thirds of caudal fin blackish basally, yellowish wh ite dista lly; lowe r one third to half of caudal fin black ; pectoral fins slightly bluish white with j et black base (a black band along the upper margin in the holotype); p elvic fins black basally, somewha t faint distally.
Color in preservative: Most of head a nd body entirely pale yellowish ; black portions of scales on back a nd bell y, a nd black spots on m edian side of body when fresh change to d a rk brown; thorax darker than back a nd belly ; dorsal, anal, lower part of cauda l and pelvic fin s a ll dark brown ; pectoral fins pal e yellow ish w ith blackish base (faint dark brown band a long the upper margin in the holotype) . E t y m o I o g y: Named geisha from th e Japanese for " professional beauty and entertainer" in r eference to the black and w hi te coloration of this fs h that is imaginable for an elderl y geisha dressed up with traditi onal costum e .
